
Bring an unwrapped Christmas toy to be 
placed under the Christmas tree during 

worship on December 18. These will be 
distributed at our Toy Store to needy families 

during “Christmas at the Cove”. More details are 
on page 6.

On December 24th at 4:00, 6:00, and 11:00 p.m., 
we will have a beautiful service of candles and carols 
anticipating the coming of Christ into the world. 
Child care is provided at 4 & 6 p.m.

 

On Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, we invite the 
entire family to worship together at our combined 
worship service at 10:00 a.m. This special worship time 
will engage the entire family. Childcare will be available 
for preschoolers. (No Sunday School)
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On December 4th we will meet at the 
Activities Center at 4:15 p.m. to divide 
into teams for caroling to our nursing 
home members. This is a wonderful 
and meaningful time for the entire 
family! The blessing you receive 
will be far greater than the one you 
offer. The entire church is invited to 
participate. 

 
For 23 years, the First Baptist Church 
Chancel Choir & Orchestra has 
offered our community the gift of 
music. This Wilmington tradition is a 
beautiful program of holiday favorites 
and Christmas carols that set your 
heart in the Christmas spirit. Join us 
December 9 - 11! Invite your friends! 
More details on page 7. 

AS WE ANTICIPATE 
AND CELEBRATE THE 

BIRTH OF JESUS WE 
ENCOURAGE YOU TO 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY TO 

EXPERIENCE ‘A FIRST 
BAPTIST CHRISTMAS’



OUR VISION:
To become a community of  

believers who are open and welcoming to 
anyone, no matter where they are on their 

faith journey, and is intentionally joining 
with Christ in His redemptive work and 

purposes in the world.

OUR MISSION:
To become, and help others 

to become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus Christ.2

December Offering
Our Global Missions Offering will be 
taken each Sunday in December. The 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has 
over 50 international missionaries 
serving in 30 different countries all 
over the world. Many of these are 
“self-funded” and our offering 
will help each of them be more 
productive in sharing Jesus with 
the people they serve.  
                                                                                    

Let’s “Ebenezer” This Holiday
Do you know what the word “Ebenezer” means? If you’ve seen A Christmas Carol, you might 

think it means a guy who is so stingy he makes everyone around him miserable. But you’d only 
be half right. That’s what “Scrooge” means. To scrooge something is to grasp it tightly. Ebenezer 
means something else. It’s a biblical word. An Ebenezer was a stone set up to remind the people 
of God’s care for them. Charles Dickens, who wrote A Christmas Carol, was doing something 

really clever when he named the main character Ebenezer Scrooge. He was reminding his 
audience that we all have a choice to either close ourselves off and “Scrooge” ourselves, or we can 
Ebenezer- we can remember that we’ve been helped, and blessed, and loved.

The holidays are a wonderful time to Ebenezer. The days between Thanksgiving and Christmas are 
thick with memory and blessing. We spend time with family. We tell stories. We give and receive 
gifts, AND this time of year can also help us avoid “Scrooging”. As we remember how blessed we 
are, it reminds us to give as we have received. There are countless ways to do that this time of year 
and I hope you and your family will take time to do just that as part of multiplying the holiday joy.
I’m especially grateful to be a part of such an Ebenezer kind of church. There’s so many ways that you 
give and bless the people around you. From feeding the hungry, to providing clothing and shelter, to 
welcoming the strangers, to visiting the sick, you give and you remind people of God’s love. In the 
final scene of A Christmas Carol, Dickens wrote of his main character: “and it was always said of him, 
that he knew how to keep Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge. May that be truly 
said of us, and all of us!”

Thank You From Team Tuttle
Dear Church Family,
As many of you know, the past few months have been a bit of a roller 
coaster for our family due to a severe brain abnormality that was 
discovered during a routine ultra sound for our son. So many of you 
have wrapped your arms around us in love, covered us in prayer and 
filled in the gaps for our girls during countless appointments and 
testing. 
Our FBC family has truly shown us how the body of Christ 
operates. We have never experienced the power of prayer in such 
an enormous way.  Please know that every thought, prayer, note and 
message has literally held us up during the most challenging time of uncertainty in our lives. We are 
beyond grateful. 
Christopher Justus Tuttle “CJ” was born on October 22nd. We are overwhelmingly humbled to 
report that the prayers have been answered! CJ continues to defy every odd that came with his 
diagnosis. He is strong and thriving. He is also devastatingly handsome! God is good! 
It will be a long year ahead as they continue to monitor his condition. We will persevere in 
approaching the throne of grace with confidence, knowing that He who began a good work in 
our son will be faithful to complete it! 
We thank you for joining us on the journey this far and the one that lies ahead. We have been truly 
humbled to be the recipients of such an outpouring of love and tremendous support. Words will 
never fully express the gratitude we have for our FBC family. May you be blessed in knowing that 
your great faith has been a part of our son’s miracle. 
With ineffable love, 
Team Tuttle

Worship
Schedule

“Greetings you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is 

with you” - Luke 1:28

December 4 
“Silent Night?” 

Luke 2:1-5 
Matt Cook

December 11
“Welcome to Our World”

Matthew 1:18-25
Matt Cook

December 18
“Breath of Heaven”

Luke 1:26-35
Matt Cook

December 24
Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 
4 PM, 6 PM & 11 PM

“In the Quiet of the Night”

December 25
Christmas Day

One Service at 10 AM
“A God Sized Gift”

Luke 2:8-14
Matt Cook

January 1, 2017
New Years Day

One Service at 10 AM
Luke 2:22-38

“Living a Better Story”
Jayne Davis



Winter CrossTraining 
Get refreshed for the new year with CrossTraining Adult Seminars! The classes 
for the winter session, from January 11- April 5, are held every Wednesday night 
from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Activities Center. There will also be fun and 
exciting classes for our children and youth! Classes are listed below and class 
details and registration are on our website at fbcwilmington.org. We look forward 
to seeing you on Wednesday nights!

ADULT SEMINARS:  
GENESIS: Bible study led by Matt Cook & Bill Dunn
HEAL, PRAY, LOVE - LIVING THE HABITS OF JESUS: A spiritual formation group led by Jayne Davis 
MEN’S SMALL GROUP: Led by Jim Everette
GRIEF SHARE: Seminar and support group led by Allyson Cook & Myra Norris 3

FBC Young 
Adult Ministry

We are celebrating 
a NEW ministry 
with young adults 
at FBC! Drawn 
together by a 
common desire to 
deepen their faith 
and broaden their 
relationships, 
this group of 
20-somethings will 
be gathering 
regularly for fun, 
service and 
fellowship. For more 

information, contact Jayne Davis at jdavis@fbcwilmington.org or 
Kelsey Creech at kcreech@fbcwilmington.org.

The Gift That 
Keeps on Giving
The gift of giving your life away on 
a mission trip is truly the gift that 
will last long after the wrapping 
paper is thrown away.  A gift of an 
entire trip or a smaller amount that 
will be applied as a scholarship 
toward the mission trip. This is a 
wonderful idea for grandparents and 
relatives asking for suggestions. 

2017 FBC MISSION TRIPS

HAITI MISSION TRIP - MAY 15-25
Project: Work in an orphanage and 
Hurricane Matthew disaster relief work
Church-wide adult trip
Trip Leader: Don Vigus  |  Cost: $1000
SOUTH AFRICA TRIP – JULY 4-17
Project: Work with local partner ministries to children 
and families whose lives have been significantly impacted 
by the HIV crisis in Winterton, South Africa
Church-wide mission trip/ Family friendly
Trip Leader: Jayne Davis 
Cost: (approximately $2,500- based on airfare)
BATON ROUGE, LA TRIP- JULY 14-23
Youth Mission Trip: 9th-12th graders
Trip Leader Nathan Tuttle   |  Cost: $325
GUATEMALA MISSION TRIP – JULY 20-27
Project: Build homes and distribute food 
Church-wide mission trip/ Family friendly
Trip Leader: Jeannie Troutman |  Cost: $1,050
GUATEMALA MISSION TRIP – OCTOBER 1-8
Project: Build homes and distribute food
Church-wide mission trip/ Family friendly
Trip Leader: Don Vigus  |  Cost: $1,050

Spiritual Formation 
Retreat
Living the Sabbath. 
Come and experience 
the rhythm and rest of 
true Sabbath at the 
Spiritual Formation 
Retreat March 3-5, 
2017 in Asheboro, NC. 
Learn how to reclaim 
this holy gift in your 
busy life. Duke 

Divinity School professor Norman Wirzba will lead our time 
together. Contact Jayne Davis at jdavis@fbcwilmington.org for 
more information.

MISSION 

TRIPS

South Africa Mission Trip 
As you share the love of Christ in South Africa while doing evangelism, children’s ministry, construction, or 
doing a variety of other ministries, our mission team will make a real impact on a community that will last 
much longer than our stay there. This year we are joining efforts with others across the country as one team 
on mission for God. We have a group of 12 airline seats reserved for a special rate. If you are interested in 
attending the 2017 South Africa Mission team, please make your intentions known to Jayne Davis by Dec. 
31st. After that date, the reserved seats will be made available to others outside our church. A $500 deposit 
will be due on January 15th. The total trip cost is approximately $2500. The dates are July 4-17, 2017.

December Offering
Our Global Missions Offering will be 
taken each Sunday in December. The 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has 
over 50 international missionaries 
serving in 30 different countries all 
over the world. Many of these are 
“self-funded” and our offering 
will help each of them be more 
productive in sharing Jesus with 
the people they serve.  
                                                                                    



Welcome New Members
Vickie Hibler
We are delighted to welcome Vickie Hibler 
to our church family. She has been 
attending our Tuesday Noon Church at 
the Activities Center for the past couple 
of months and worshiping at our 
traditional worship service. Vickie is 
retired and enjoys painting and 
photography. Originally from Texas, she 
relocated to Wilmington in order to live 
near to her grandchildren in Leland. 
Vickie looks forward to growing in her 
relationship with Jesus and making new 
friends within First Baptist. She was baptized on November 27th. 
Vickie was introduced to us by her friend, Sarah Sawyer. Thanks 
Sarah!

Jonathan & Mary 
Vance Calhoun
We welcome Jonathan and Mary Vance 
Calhoun to the First Baptist family. Both 
grew up in Wilmington with ties to other 
local churches. They are excited to begin 
a new chapter in their faith together at 
First Baptist. Jonathan is the owner of a 
State Farm Insurance Agency here in 
Wilmington and Mary Vance is busy 
volunteering in our community. They are expecting their first child 
in late December. We are blessed to have them join the First 
Baptist family!

Lizabeth (Libby) 
Clements

     

Sharing Life Together LWelcome New Members
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Welcome 2017 FBC Decons

Brandon Adams          Rebecca Boggs              Bo Burch             Janna Cottingham         David Criser                  Bob De Haas             Meredith Everhart      

    Skip Everhart                Dianne Jones              Bruce Lennon           Janna Lennon                Ann Millard                      Keith Miller             Deborah Phillips          

        Brett Queen        Carl Williford, Jr.        Kim Williford             Don Womble, Sr.

First Baptist Church thanks this great group of Deacons for their dedication and service to our church.

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace” 

-1 Peter 4:10

In Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Pam Cooke on the loss 
of her niece, Natasha Lee, on October 30, 2016.

Christian sympathy is extended to Barbara Botros on the 
loss of her brother, Michael Freeman, on November 4th in 
Skipwith, VA.

Christian sympathy is extended to Tony Stroud on the loss 
of his sister, Linda Griffin, on November 20, 2016.

Christian sympathy is extended to Donna, Chris & Josh 
Armstrong on the loss of her husband and their father, 
Dan Armstrong, on November 23. Dan was a member of 
FBC for 32 years.



     

The following memorials have been given generously, & we are deeply grateful:
     Memorial Gifts

General Fund
In honor of Steven Thomason

by Ann & Willis Brown
In memory of Lucius George

by Beth & Jack Upton
by Herbert T. Fisher

In memory of Rose Smith 
by Beth & Jack Upton

In memory of James E. Everette, Jr.
by Beth & Jack Upton

In memory of Dan Armstrong 
by Beth & Jack Upton

In memory of Frank Wheless
by Joan B. Marshall

Local Missions
In honor of David Barkley, Rudy 
Cobb, Chris & Margaret Johnson

by Mary Gough

Music Ministry
In memory of Lucius George

by Mary & Dick Gough
by Lois Johnson

by Irene W. Stevens
by Kathy & Clint Meyer

In memory of Sheila Evans
by Kathy & Clint Meyer

In memory of Lucius George 
& Peggy George 

by Helen & W.H. Younger

Baptist Men
In memory of Dick Gough

by Mary Gough
by Lois M. Johnson

Special December  
Tuesday Noon
Join us for Tuesday Noon Church this December! We 
have a special schedule this month, including  a 
Christmas lunch on December 13th! You must sign up 
for the Christmas Dinner. Call the church office at 
763-2471 to reserve your spot. Come have a 
wonderful meal ($5/person) and time of fellowship 
that is followed by a short devotional. 
Dec. 6th - Bill Dunn
Dec.13th - Christmas Lunch - Matt Cook
No Tuesday Noon on Dec. 19th & 20th

Poinsettias
In memory of Kent Harmon
by the Kent Harmon Family

In memory of James & Frances Rutledge
by Nancy R. Trussell

In memory of Claude & Naomi Trussell
by Nancy R. Trussell

In memory of Frances Chappell
by Nancy R. Trussell

In memory of Betty H. Stike 
by Nancy R. Trussell

In memory of Ione & Fletcher Corey
by Rich & Sharon Craig

In memory of Frances Ione Craig
by Rich & Sharon Craig

In memory of Dewey Braswell
by Ron Braswell

In memory of Reed Niedentohl
by Ed & Dee Worrell

In memory of Bill & Katherine Worrell
by Ed & Dee Worrell

In memory of Virginia Griffith 
by David & Gayle Bordeaux

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Joe LeGwin
by Mary & Chris McKeithan

In memory of Ms. Emma Child
by Mary & Chris McKeithan
In memory of Mrs. Margaret 

McKeithan
by Mary & Chris McKeithan

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Gilliam Horton
by Mary & Chris McKeithan

In memory of Guy Boger
by Alan Dalton Family
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October Financial Report

Sunday Attendance

 Worship                 545      708       565       550
 Sunday School      435       501       478      409

$164,106.00
$182,827.51

YTD Goals:
YTD Receipts:

$1,655,742.00
$1,599,709.78

Oct. Goals:
Oct. Receipts:

Special Collections: $60,640.91

NOV
27

NOV
6

NOV
20

NOV
13

Welcome New Arrival 
Congratulations to Craig and Nicole Underwood on the birth of their son, Caleb Curtis, on November 10th. He weighed 7lbs 
15oz, and was 20.5 inches long at birth. Caleb is also welcomed by big sister and brother, Caroline and Cole.

In memory of Kent Harmon
by Dwight & Lynn Collins

by Transitions Sunday School Class 
In memory of Jeannine M. Boger

by Alan Dalton Family
In memory of Timothy Mark Ball

by Joan B. Marshall
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. W. B. Lennon

by Burke & Harriett Lennon
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Z.R. Horton

by Burke & Harriett Lennon
In honor of Jenny, Nancy, 

& Madeline Braswell 
by Ron Braswell

In honor of Gene McIntyre
by Ron Braswell

In honor of Kelly Reynolds 
by Ron Braswell

In honor of Ken McCall
by Ron Braswell

In honor of Steven Thomason
by Ron Braswell

In honor of James & Wanda Dalton
by Alan & Jeannine Dalton

In honor of Jim Everette 
by Carol Radford

In honor of Morgan & Katherine Lennon
by Burke & Harriett Lennon
In honor of Kamryn Queen
by Burke & Harriett Lennon

In honor of their children & 
grandchildren

by Gene & Beth McLeod

End of 
Year
Giving
Guidelines
FBC must comply 
with the IRS directive
that requires all 2016 
contributions to First 
Baptist Church be 
given by December 
31, 2016. If the 
donation is mailed, 
it needs to be 
postmarked by
December 31, 2016. 
All money received
after the 1st will be 
placed in our 2017
books. We appreciate 
your cooperation!
If you have any 
questions, please 
contact Beth Cameron 
at 763-2471
or bcameron@
fbcwilmington.org.



Youth Scared Hunger 
Away This Halloween

Our youth group, along 
with several others 
youth groups from the 
Wilmington area, of all 
different denominations, 
gathered at Wrightsville 
United Methodist Church 

to to collect food from 
residents and to worship 
together for the “Be the 
Light” Scare Hunger Away 
event on October 30th. 
Overall, about 1000 non-
perishable food items were 

collected and donated to the Harrelson Center’s Help Hub to be given to 
those in need. We had an awesome night of fun, food, and fellowship!

Christmas 
Poinsettias

The Sanctuary 
will be filled with 
red poinsettias 
during the Advent 
and Christmas 
seasons. To order a 
poinsettia to place 
in the Sanctuary, 
send a check to 
the church office 
(411 Market Street, 
Wilmington NC 28401). Poinsettias are $15 and can 
be made in honor or in memory of a loved one. Order 
forms are also in the Order of Worship. The 
deadline to order is December 15.

We will have over 285 children and their parents in attendance at the Activities Center on Monday, De-
cember 19th for our annual “Christmas at the Cove” Celebration. The children will be treated to a fantastic 
Christmas party while their mothers and fathers visit the “TOY STORE” to select special gifts for their 
precious children who would normally not have any gifts for Christmas. The families will also get to enjoy a 
dinner together in the Cove and a nativity scene photo booth with pictures to take home! 
To fully stock our “TOY STORE”, we need everyone to bring Christmas gifts on Sunday morning at either 
the 8:50 or the 11:00 worship services on Sunday, December 18th.
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Volunteers Needed During 
Special Services
Interested in giving the gift of time on Christmas Eve? Help is needed in the nursery during the 
4 p.m. and 6 p.m. Christmas Eve services. We are also in need of volunteers for our New Year’s Day 
service on January 1st at 10 a.m.. Contact Dorothy Crumpton if you can help at 910-392-1987.

Gifts can be dropped off downtown on Sunday 
morning, December 18th or anytime before 
December 16th at the Activities Center. If you 
would like to be a “helper” in this mission event, 
contact Don Vigus at dvigus@fbcwilmington.org. 
Gifts should be $10-$30 and a full list of gift ideas 
can be found on our website, fbcwilmington.org, 
under the “events” tab.



FBC on Mission 
During Hurricane Relief

A great group of 23 First Baptist members 
went on mission to Lumberton, NC to help 
with the “mud-out” and removal of wet 
insulation and air conditioner ducting in the 
crawl space of five homes. The team worked 
with the Baptist Men Disaster Relief Team 
who were well organized and gave us all the 
supplies and equipment to make our job a 

success.

Christmas at First Baptist
Mark your calendars now, December 

9-11 at 7:30 p.m. for the 23rd edition of 
Christmas at First Baptist! This tradition 

continues in 2016 with a new twist! Old 
favorites such as “We Three Kings”, “Joy to the 

World”, and of course, “Sleigh Ride” are mixed 
in with new pieces by John Rutter, Dan Forrest, 

and selections from Pepper Choplin’s cantata, 
“Go Sing It On the Mountain”. The Chancel Choir 

and orchestra look forward to once again 
presenting an exciting program that will take us 

through the season of Advent right up to the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 

Over the years, the concert has become First Baptist’s Christmas offering to the City of Wilmington 
and beyond, and this year, the Chancel Choir will have just returned from premiering Pepper Choplin’s 

cantata at the Lincoln Center in New York. The Orchestra, which includes many of the finest players 
in the area, supplements First Baptist’s own talented group of instrumentalists to create an amazing 

ensemble. As part of our calling as a 
missional church, donations are accepted to 
support Cape Fear Habitat for Humanity. 
To date, Christmas at First Baptist has raised 
over $68,000 for this worthy ministry. Make 
plans to attend one of the performances but 
remember to arrive early. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m., admission is free and child care 
for preschoolers is provided.

Invitations to pass out to friends, family and 
co-workers are located at our sanctuary entrances.                                                                                         

  

Karen Camp Out
Twenty-four Karen teenagers camped out two nights 
under the stars at Deep River Campground near 
Asheboro, NC. The GPS college group provided the 
chaperones and both groups had a great time together.
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